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04. Coupling: the safety logic

Goal: Connect a common doubles set without skipping restraint or
verification.

Secure Connect Verify

Concept map - not to scale or a complete operating procedure.

Study the full handbook procedure before practice. Secure the
rear trailer, position the dolly, attach its eye to the lead trailer
and lock the pintle. With the rear trailer restrained, align the
dolly and check height before backing under it. Protect the
landing gear during the controlled tug test.

Key terms: Restraint: preventing unintended movement. Coupling
height: trailer position relative to the fifth wheel. Tug test: a controlled
pull against the locked connection.

Visually confirm seated plates and jaws around the kingpin shank.
Then connect chains, air and electrical lines; set valves correctly,
raise supports fully, charge and test. A noise from the latch is not
proof of a secure coupling.

Source: Florida handbook 7.2.1; 7.3.1. Knowledge overview only; follow equipment-specific supervised
training.
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04. Illustrated lesson

1

1 Fault inset: visible coupling gap. STOP and resolve before travel.

Fault example: stop and inspect

The inset shows a visible gap at the coupling interface. That is a
warning example, not an approved connection. A correct visual
check requires seated plates and jaws around the kingpin
shank. Do not depart with a suspected gap or uncertain lock.

Original illustrative artwork. Read with Lesson 4 and its source notes; not a complete
operating procedure.
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04. Apply it and check

Worked example
Example: the tug test seems normal, but a visible plate gap
remains. Stop, secure the equipment and resolve the coupling
defect; do not accept one check as a substitute for the other.

Try before checking

1. Does a latch click prove a good coupling?

2. Where should fifth-wheel jaws lock?

3. What do you do about a visible plate gap?

Answers and reasoning

1. No. Both controlled testing and visual inspection are necessary.

2. Around the kingpin shank, not its head.

3. Stop and correct the coupling safely before travel.

Review source: Florida handbook 7.2.1; 7.3.1. Knowledge overview only; follow equipment-specific
supervised training.
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Sources and verification notes

Florida CDL Handbook, July 2022
Sections 7.1-7.4, printed pages 7-1 to 7-4; supporting 1, 2, 5 and 6. Official PDF was
indexed but direct access returned 403. Section text reviewed from a separately
hosted copy of that edition.
Open source

Accessible handbook copy
Same Florida July 2022 document; content reference, not a government-hosted
download.
Open source

FLHSMV Commercial Driver License
Indexed T knowledge-test description; direct page access restricted during review.
Confirm current office services and fees when booking.
Open source

FMCSA Drivers and 49 CFR 383.93
Knowledge-test requirement, endorsement codes and ELDT scope checked October
21, 2026.
Open source

Florida Statutes 316.515(3), 2025 publication
General trailing-unit limitation; specific vehicle and route permission must be
confirmed separately.
Open source

Sources accessed October 21, 2026. Original teaching text, concept maps and generated
illustrative artworks; no handbook artwork or official exam questions reproduced. Source
access does not establish a complete current-law audit.
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